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Abstracts

A Brief Survey of the Narration of the Buddha's Life:
From the Four Great Events to the Twelve Deeds

Saerji

(Department of South Asian Studies, School of Foreign Languages, Peking University)

In describing the Buddha's life, there is a dynamic progress both in Buddhist literature and art history.
At the beginning, the depiction of the physical appearance of the Buddha was avoided; then the four
great events of his life were presented, and later the eight great events of his life were depicted, and in
the end the twelve deeds of the Buddha's life were presented in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism. Based on the
relevant Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Chinese literary sources and their comparison with visual artistic sources,
this paper analyzes the formation of narrative topics of the Buddha's life, especially his twelve deeds,
thereby revealing their gradual development. The main texts used in the paper are the Dasabhiimikasiitra,
the Ratnagotravibhaga, the Mdzad pa beu gnyis kyi tshul la bstod pa, Bu ston's Buddhist History, etc.
Through the discussion of texts and their comparison with artistic sources, this paper intends to deepen

our understanding of the narrative strategy used to present the Buddha's life.
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An Analysis of the Titles of the Tang Officials
in the "Alliance Tablet of Tang and Tibet"

Liang Xiaogiang

(Qujing Normal University, Yunnan)

The titles of the Tang officials in the "Alliance Tablet of Tang and Tibet" are divided into three sections,
and in each section, the connotation of the positions and titles of the officials who participated in the
alliance ceremony is different. In order to facilitate the participation of the alliance ceremony, the
positions and duties of some officials were adjusted. Except for the Prime Minister Li Fengji, whose name
was added later, the positions and duties of the officials were based on those inscribed on the tablet at the
time of the alliance ceremony, and had nothing to do with later changes. By analyzing the order of the
titles of Tang officials inscribed on the tablet, we learn that the order was arranged in accordance with the
emperor’s personal likes and dislikes, rather than being arranged on the basis of the order of the actual

positions of these officials. This reflects Tang Muzong's will.

The Envoy of Peace and Cultural Exchange between
Tang and Tubo: The Sangha of the Tubo Kingdom

Zhang Yanqing & Yang Benjia
(Center for Tibetan Studies, Sichuan University, Chengdu;

Northwest University for Nationalities, Lanzhou)

As a regime that rose to power at the same time as the Tang Dynasty, the Tubo kingdom engaged in
extensive and deep political, economic, religious and cultural exchange with its neighboring nations
and states, especially with the Tang dynasty. This exchange had a profound impact on the economic
development and cultural prosperity of the Tubo kingdom. At the turn of the ninth century, as a newly
emerging force, the Sangha community of Buddhist clerics appeared on the stage of the history of Tubo
kingdom. Having been active on the Silk Road, the Sangha played the role of facilitating the alliance
and cultural exchange between the Tang and Tubo kingdom, and also made a great contribution toward
the introduction of foreign cultures into the Tubo kingdom. With their unremitting effort, the Sangha of
the Tubo kingdom eventually helped to bring about the alliance between Tang and Tubo in 821. As a
religious holy site and a famous historical and cultural city, Dunhuang attracted a large number of monks
from the Tubo kingdom. Having travelled to Dunhuang from afar, these monks translated different texts
into Tibetan and brought back advanced cultural and civilizational achievements upon their return to the
Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau. They were indeed the true envoys of peace and cultural exchange between Tang
andTubo.
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A Critical Study of the Iconography and Texts of Vaisravana and the
Eight Horsemen in Zhwa lu Monastery

Jia Weiwei

(Cultural Heritage Institute, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou)

Using multi-linguistic literarysourcesin Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese as well as pictorial materials in the
Tibet area, Dunhuang, and India, this article aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the iconographical
origin and transmission of the 14" century images of Vaisravana and the eight horsemen in Zhwa lu
Monastery. The author argues that this image basically follows the tradition of the Zangkar School as
transmitted by Bu ston Rin chen grub while being influenced by cultural factors of Chinese, Tibetan and
other regions. The reason there suddenly appeared a great number of art works with the same motif in
Tibet proper after the 14" century is closely related to the Yuan imperial court’s policy of continuing the
Tangut Buddhist tradition and the close ties that were forged between the Yuan central government and
local Tibetan political and religious forces. It is also closely related to Bu ston Rin chen grub’s active

promotion of related iconographic and textual systems.
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An Investigation into Two Seals Granted to Local Tibetan Officials by the
Ming and Qing Central Governments

Zhu Detao
(Doctoral Student, School of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Tibetan museums and monasteries house a great number of edicts and seals granted to local Tibetan
officials by the successive central governments of China. Carrying important historical information, these
precious cultural relics bear important witness to the crucial political and cultural ties between Tibet and
the central government. Using Chinese and Tibetan historical materials, this article explores two seals
granted to local Tibetan officials by the Ming and Qing governments from the perspective of political
history and the Sino-Tibetan relationship. The author believes that the first seal of Jingxiu tongwu guoshi
%168 15 [E i was granted by the Yongle emperor of the Ming dynasty to Bkra shis dpal brtsegs, the
ninth abbot (chos khri) of Stag lung monastery. The second seal with the inscription of "Huitong chanshi
zhi yin" 2 3 # Jfi 2 FJ was granted by the Qianlong emperor of the Qing dynasty to the seventh Rje
drung Qutuqtu in the year of 1753. The granting of the two seals respectively reflect the relationship of the
Ming court with Stag lung monastery and the early Qing court with the system of the Rje drung Qutuqtu
reincarnations. This paper also deals with the imperial title granting system of Guoshi and Chanshi in the

Qing Dynasty.

The Tibetan Perception of the Central China from the Records
about Zhu Yuanzhang in Tibetan Historical Texts

Huang Xinjian & Chen Dong
(Post-doctor, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences & Sichuan University;

Institute for Ethnic Studies of Sichuan Province, Chengdu)

Zhu Yuanzhang, the founder of the Ming dynasty, was an important emperor in the history of Sino-
Tibetan relations. There are many records about the origins of his family, the process of establishing the
Ming dynasty, and its relationship with Buddhism in many Tibetan historical records of the Ming and
Qing periods. According to the historical background of a variety of Tibetan historical records, the article
summarizes the context in which they developed, and analyzes the sources of their materials concerning
Central China. Having discussed the influence of Buddhism on their content, the paper summarizes
development trends of discovering and using these sources by Tibetan historians as well as the Tibetan

perception of Central China during the Ming and Qing.
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The Characteristics of Jinchuan (Chu chen) Topography and Its
Influence on the Qing Army from the Archives of the Qing Dynasty

Wang Huimin

(Postdoctor, School of Historical Culture, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an)

The Jinchuan War, being regarded as "the top ten martial exploits" of the Qianlong emperor, was
extremely hindered by the special topography of the eastern Tibetan area with its mountains, dense-forest
and steep cliffs. Basing himself on the historical text Qing Gaozong Records and archives such as Jichuan
Archives, Archives in the Palace: Memorials to the Throne in the Reign of Emperor Qianlong, the author
examines the characteristics of Jinchuan topography, which is quite different from central China, and
analyzes the multiple constraints it imposed onthe logistics and transportation of the Qing military. This
will enrich our understanding of the reasons why the large number of Qing troops had such difficulties in

pacifying the Jinchuan area.

A Study of the Relationship between the Huare (Dpa' ris) Tibetan Area
and the Construction of Administrative Area: Taking the Huare Region
during the Qing and the Republican Period as an Example

Feng Yuxin

(School of Tourism, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou)

Huare (Dpa' ris) is an ethno-geographical concept that was formed in the process of the development of a
Tibetan area in Gansu and Qinghai. Along with the Qing dynasty's increasing political integration of the
region, the Huare ethnic region gradually came into being. The “demarcation event” of the Huare region
during the Republican period further consolidated and strengthened the ethnic boundaries of Huare, and
laid the foundation for the administrative divisions of the contemporary Tianzhu Tibetan Autonomous
County. Through a systematic study of the process of the construction of the Huare ethnic region and its
administration during the Qing and the Republican periods, this paper holds that the state's continuous
political integration of ethnic minority areas had a profound impact on the formation of ethnic regional
and cultural space.Once the "ethnic boundaries" had been reinforced, it would have significant influence

on the construction of the local administrative zones.
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A Study of Societal Harmony and Related Issues under the Constraints
of Double Contradictions in Tibetan Autonomous Region

Lhorong Dradul & Peng Heng

(Social Development and Western China Development Studies, Sichuan University)

Under the influence of the "Tocqueville" effect and the "snobbish" effect of the market economy, the
Tibetan Autonomous Region inevitably encountered some new contradictions and problems with the
economic transition and social transformation that is taking place. However, these are basic social
contradictions that can still be reconciled. After the reform and opening up of the Tibetan area, many
unstable factors and discordant phenomena in society were deliberately exacerbated and exploited
under the influence of the special contradiction. These in turn may evolve into political, ethnic and
religious problems and evolve even into an appeal to violence. The authors conducted field work in Tibet
over a long period of time and carried out research of social harmony under the constraints of double
contradictions in Tibet with accumulated materials and cases. The authors argue that it is the best way to
develop modern education vigorously in order to achieve long-lasting peace and stability in Tibet.
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