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Abstracts

The Method of Archaeological Interpretation and
the Reconstruction of the History of Prehistoric Tibetan Plateau

Huo Wei
(Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Abstract: For a long period of time, the ways to interpret the history of prehistoric .
Tibetan Plateau were based mainly on the examination and investigation of textual
resources. With the recent involvement of archaeology, a new trend comes out as the
archaeological interpretation which attracts scholars’ attentions more than ever. The
reconstruction of the history of prehistoric Tibetan Plateau is reoriented. This article
focuses on a discussion of this trend and its relevant influences.

Key words: Tibetan Archaeology, Study of Prehistoric History, Tibetan
Prehistoric History

The Outlook of the Three Groups of People in Neolithic Tibet
and Their Connections with Surrounding Areas

Shi Shuo

(Centre for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Abstract: Relying on archaeological discoveries, this article classifies the Neolithic
cultures in Tibet into four types: the eastern, central, southeastern, and the northern and
western as one. After a description of three Neolithic human groups on the plateau, which
includes the eastern Tibetan group, the central Tibetan group, and the northern nomadic
group, this article discusses their human outlook, cultural characteristics, social
conditions, and their close contacts and communications with surrounding areas, especially
the Yellow River area, the Yangtze River area, and the western Himalayan area. It is

believed that, in some sense, the Neolithic cultures on the Tibetan plateau became the
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contact zone of cultures from East, West, and South Asia.
Key words: Tibet, Neolithic Culture, Area Types

Tubo People and the Construction of the Dunhuang Caves

Sha Wutian and Zhao Rong
( Archaeology and Documentation Institute, Dunhuang Academy, Gansu)

Abstract: New discoveries from the 93 cave at Mogao, Dunhuang, indicate the
existence of images that contain Tubo cultural elements and art styles. These include both
the “T”, “5 ”. “ ” shapes of frames employed in both Tibetan and Chinese writings,
the images of Tubo people in the screen drawings pictured in the altars, the principal
sitting Buddha that is drawn in a Tubo art style in the western side of the top of the cave,
and the special Tubo style of the shape of the cave. It is assumed that the person who
contributed to the construction of the cave was a Tubo person.

Key words: The 93™ Cave at Mogao, Tubo People, Merit Cave

On the Unit of Tubo Scale “Arrow”

Wang Huimin
( Archaeology and Documentation Institute, Dunhuang Academy, Gansu)

Abstract: Although the arrow is employed as linear measure in the historical materials
at Dunhuang when it was occupied by the Tubo empire, its exact length has remained
unclear. This article suggests that one arrow is five chi R, because it symbolized five.
Following from the fact of the widespread use of the arrow, it is certain that the adoption
of Tubo culture was popular at Dun Huang when the Tubo army occupied it.

Key words: Arrow, Tubo Culture, Dun Huang Documents
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Explorations of Old Bonpo Seals

Zou Xicheng
(Private Collector and Researcher of Old Tibetan Seals, Chengdu)

Abstract: With resources from the archeology and historical documents, this article
aims to explore the interaction of Bonpo and Buddhism in Tibetan history through an
examination of old Bonpo seals. Bonpo and Buddhist images were employed in the seals
available to the author and these images included the fH figure, iva, Maha-vairocana
Buddha, and Bodhisattvas. The conclusion is that during the Tubo period in history, the
Bonpo already borrowed Buddhist deities, scriptures, and rituals, and even Confucian
contents. |

Key words: Seals, Bonpo, i}, Divinity
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An Analysis of the Lay Official Clothes in the Kasha
Government During the Qing Dynasty

Yang Xi, Pasang Phendo, and Dawa
(Institute of Relics Protection, TAR, Tibet Museum, Lhasa)

Abstract: The clothing analyzed in this paper are all from the Tibet Museum. The
research on them was conducted with other documentary and pictorial evidence. The
history, the categories and types, and the basic characteristics of such clothing are
presented here. The article also intends to provide a first viewing of the textile collection
of the museum.

Key words: Clothing, Tibet, Lay Officials, Museum

The Religious Conditions during the Period of the 5th Dalai Lama

Huang Quanyi
(College of Ethnic Studies, Ethnic University of Tibet, Xianyang, Shanxi)

Abstract; The present nomination-paradigm in Tibet was first shaped during the
period of the 5" Dalai Lama, when the Gelugpa was transformed from a persecuted sect to
a sect that dominated the Tibetan-Mongol area. This article argues that the 5® Dalai Lama
adopted a tolerant policy towards the other Tibetan Buddhist sects.

Key words: The 5" Dalai Lama, Gelugpa, Kagyupa, Nyingmapa
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On the Medical Activities of American Missionary Shelton
and His Interaction with Eastern Tibet

Zhao Aidong, Hong Quanhu

(College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Sichuan University, Chengdu;
Yuan Ze University, Chungli City, Taiwan)

Abstract: The American Missionary Albert Shelton introduced western medicine into
Tachienlu and Batang of Khams. He was one of the major doctors who practiced western
medical care and established a hospital in Batang between 1908 and 1922. No study has
thus far been made of his medical practice in Batang, since the relevant historical literature
that is available in China is extremely limited. Based on his autobiography, his family
rmembers’ memoirs and a biography in English, the relevant Chinese historical literature as
well as the authors’ fieldwork, this paper attempts to explore Shelton’s medical activities
in Batang and his interaction with Eastern Tibet. This study can help us further to
understand the activities of Westerners in Khams and shed light Sino-Western cultural
exchange in modern Eastern Tibet.

Key words: The disciples of Christ, Shelton, Batang, Eastern Tibet

Privatization and Outward Inclination: A Study on the Changes
of Beliefs in the Tibetan Areas of Western Sichuan

Xu Jun
(Centre for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Abstract: Based on questionnaires and interviews of Tibetan villagers from four
villages in Sde-dge, Ser-shul, Nyag-chu, and Sde-rong, in western Sichuan, this article
explores the current situation of religious belief and their development. It is shown that
Tibetan religious activities are closely connected with economic development.
Privatization. shift of the religious activities in traditional public sacred space to family,
and outward inclination, the shift of traditional religious boundaries in villages and

monasteries to bigger space, are the most important two trends. It is recommended the
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government should pay attention to such changes and actively guide their religious

activities,

Key words: Tibetan Areas in Sichuan, Religious Activities, Privatization,

Outward Inclination

On the Relation between the Immigration of
Tibetan Peasant Workers and Traditional Religious Beliefs

Liang Yan, Chen Sihan

(Central University for Nationalities, Beijing; Lanzhou University, Gansu)

Abstract: A description of Tibetan traditional beliefs such as Bon. polytheism, nature
worship, and ancestor worship was conducted before an interpretation of the impact of the
immigration of Tibetan peasant workers on the such believes and their changes were
presented from the four aspects of religious organizations, religious activities and
behaviors, religious passion and consciousness,

Key words: Tibetan Peasant Workers, Religious Belief, Change, Bailongjiang

River Area

Polyandry Studies in South Asia and China

Chen Bo
(Centre for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Abstract: This article targets the historical dualism of polyandry studies in the two
intellectual traditions of China and South Asia. The two approaches, the ego-centrism and
the point of view of the other, interacted with each other in history and produced dynamics
to the scholarship on polyandry in both traditions respectively.

Key words: Polyandry Studies, Scholarly Dualism, Symbolic System, the Other
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On the Ancient Tibetan Khri-sde

Kazushi Iwao
(The Kobe City University of Foreign Studies)
translated by Yang Ming and Wu Dan

(Southwestern University for Nationalities, Chengdu)

Abstract: On the Old Tibetan khri-sde is written by th Japanese Tibetologist Kazushi
Iwao in English. In this article, he studied the military administrative units of the Tibetan
Empire, such as the ru, the khrom, and the stong-sde system. He employs the Tibetan
documents from both Dunhuang and Central Asia, and a number of Tibetan works when
considering the composition of the khri-sde and its position and function in the
administrative hierarchy of the Tibetan Empire, and the similarity of the khri-sde with the
unit of ten-thousand in the military system of nomadic states. It is argued that the military
administrative unit of the Tibetan Empire was derived from nomadic states.

Key words: The ancient Tibetan Language, The khri-sde, Functions and
Historical Origin '

The Donor Inscriptions and Iconography of
Two Mchod Rten at Tholing

Amy Heller
( Associate Member C. N. R. S. Paris, UMR 8047, Languages and Cultures of the Tibetan Area) ;

translated by Yang Qingfan
(Centre for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Abstract: Under the direction of Prof. Zhang Jianlin, recent excavations at Tholing
by the Shaanxi Archeological Institute (Xian) and the CPAM of Tibet Autonomous
region, have made highly significant discoveries. In the publication Precious Deposits,
Historical Relics of Tibet, China, by Zla ba tshe ring, Suo Wenqing, dBang 'dus and bSod
nams dbang ’dan, (Morning Glory Publishers, Beijing 2000) vol. 2, pages 237-238, the
authors study the clay sculpture fragment of a painted statue of a Bodhisattva in a

mchodrten of the Tholing monastery, which they attributed to the period “ of the
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Separatist Regimes (mid 9® — mid 13® century)”. Although damaged, this statue is
fascinating for the painted detail of the textiles in its costume and body proportions, which
reveal strong esthetic influence from Kashmir. The Kashmiri esthetic predominates in the
wall paintings of deities which surround this statue. In the lower register of the wall,
there are also portraits of Tibetan men and women who venerate the Bodhisattva and
attendant deities. They all wear Tibetan costumes and each person’s name is inscribed.
Thanks to computer magnification of their names, it has been possible to identify the
donors and their historic context. Comparison of the lettering and names inscribed in the
Tholing mural painting with inscriptions in the Tabo monastery in sPiti, and data in the
biography of Rin chen bzang po, written by one of his disciples shortly after his death in
1055, reveals that many of the donors originate from Gu-ge khva-tse hrugs wer, which is
the place of origin of the family lineage of Rin chen bzang po. Here we will examine their
names and social function, and study the iconography of the mchodrten in relation to
rituals for Vairocana translated by Rinchen bzangpo (Beijing, vol. 77, Nos. 3459, 3460
and 3488),
Key words: Donor Inscriptions, Iconography, Tholing, 11" century

Review of High Religion

Zhou Wei
(Centre for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu)

Abstract: High Religion, Sherry B. Ortner’s most important work on Sherpa is here
reviewed for the first time in China. The book is concisely introduced, with an emphasis
on Ortner’s Practice Theory and the connections between the Sherpa and Khams, China,

1s commented upon.,
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