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On the Artistic Style of Pala in Central
Tibet in the 11th Century

Zhang Yasha

Two types of art, which are related to the East Indian Buddhist art,
exist in the Central Tibet in the 11th century. Their difference is whether the
Central Asian artistic factors are mixed in the East Indian style of Pala. The
Samad-type artistic series, which features the mixed style, was prevalent
during the 11th century, and marched in step of “the Lower Route Diffusion
of Buddhism" in the Central Tibet, while “the type of the second period of
Jokhang" , which displays the pure style of East Indian, is obviously related
to the restoration of India-Tibet Buddhist relations, the mark of which is
Indian Buddhist Rev. Atisa’s preaching Buddhism in the Central Tibet from
1045 year. The author also argues that the Samad-type was not initially
formed in the Central Tibet, but was transplanted as a developed pluralistic
style from mDo-Khams, the northeast of Tibet (namely Qinghai province
nowadays) , and the Silk Route had played an important role in the

finalization of this style.




