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THE HISTORICAL TRADITION AND MISSION
OF CHINESE ARCHAEOLOGY

by

Huo Wei

By reviewing the century-long history of Chinese archaeology, its historical tradition and
the mission of the times are distinctive. At that time, China was facing strong pressure from
abroad social environment meanwhile, Chinese people need to change the mentality of cultur-
al vulnerability of the nation, and re-establish cultural confidence. The discipline of archaeol-
ogy was introduced from the West to China against this backdrop. The early Chinese practice
of archaeology led to the formation of Chinese archaeology with a historiographical tradition,
which had far-reaching effects and laid the foundation for the archaeology with Chinese char-
acteristics. Since 1949, under the guidance of archaeological culture theory and regional sys-
tems and cultural types theory, Chinese archaeology has made a series of significant achieve-
ments, and taking up the mission of the times in inheriting historical traditions and exploring
major issues including the origins of Chinese civilization. The current development of Chi-
nese archaeology should focus on telling the Chinese story well, strengthening cultural confi-
dence, and furthering the historical tradition of Chinese archaeology. From a longitudinal
perspective, Chinese archaeology should strengthen the research on the origin of Chinese civ-
ilization and its own characteristics, development trajectory, major landmark achievements,
and the way of civilization inheritance after its formation, especially to strengthen the explo-
ration of how the “5000-year continuous unity” was formed after the unification of the Qin
and Han dynasties. From a horizontal perspective, with “One Belt, One Road” as the main
thread, we will continue to strengthen archaeological research on cultural exchanges between
China and foreign countries, advocate mutual appreciation of civilizations, tell the “Chinese

story” well, and contribute Chinese historical wisdom and experience to the world.
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