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ABSTRACTS

Understanding the Chinese Nation in the Historical Context——An Inspiration from the
Development of the Notion of Chinese Nation over the Last One Hundred Years Shi Shuo

Over the past one hundred years, the interpretations made by Liang Qichao, Gu Jiegang and Fei
Xiaotong on the notion of Chinese Nation have become not only influential, but also iconic. As a valuable
legacy, what kind of mind source and inspiration could these interpretations have to offer for today s
endeavor on strengthening the consciousness of the Chinese National Community? All the three predecessors
shared an obvious common ground on the interpretations of the notion of Chinese nation in terms of their
academic themes and approaches: securing their studies on the basis of a holistic view of Chinese history
and interpreting the notion of Chinese nation in the context of the history of China. As Fei Xiaotong once
pointed out, nation is a historical concept, the essence of China’s nation lies in the profound history of
China. The Chinese nation is essentially an outcome of the ethnic fusion with the characteristics of mixture
and blend. It is thereby a multinational community united through common historical memory, common
destiny as well as a common future. Only under the lens of Chinese history can we truly understand the
notion of the Chinese Nation. This is the valuable inspiration that our predecessors left us over the past one

hundred years.

Towards Refinement; Rural Organization and Rural Governance in the Song Dynasty
Liao Yin, Du Yangyang

With the society moving from decentralization to overall and the central collective to strengthening, the

state’s involvement in rural society gradually increased, a man-earth association management was becoming
more refined. So, the original large-scale Xiang-Li system suitable for decentralized societies was no longer
needed by the country, and it would inevitably allow even smaller rural organizations suitable for an
integrated society. So the Du-Bao system came into being. In this process, Baojia, Jing Jie, and Maps had
come together to promote the key role. From Xiang-Li to Du-Bao, from the village official to the village
service, the village power was relegated to the government, and at the same time, the new village authority
system reflecting the will of the country replaced the traditional village authority system. The rural society in

the Song Dynasty lacked a clear dominant class such as the gate valve and the nostalgia, which provided an

excellent opportunity for the country’s forces to penetrate the rural society and change the society.

Spatial Variation of Mapping Accuracy of the Area South of the Great Wall Depicted on Overview
Maps of Imperial Territories in the Kangxi Reign Han Zhaoqing, Yang Xiao, Liu Min, He Guofan

The compilation of Overview Maps of Imperial Territories in the Kangxi Reign of the Kangxi reign was
mainly presided over by the French Jesuits at the behest of Emperor Kangxi and with the cooperation from
local officials. It was a magnificent work in the history of cartography since it was the largest and most

accurate surveyed map in China as well as the world in the eighteenth century. The previous research failed
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