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Anthropology’ s Roles in Strengthening the Sense of Community for
the Chinese Nation

Mission and Responsibilities of Chinese Anthropologists in the

New Era

SHI Shuo

Abstract: In the world today when China is becoming an important power extending its influence
not only in Asia but world—wide, Chinese anthropologists must give answers to questions like; what
mission should anthropology, which takes cultural studies as its main area of research, commit itself
to? What roles should it play? And how to give the best play to such roles? A brief answer to these
questions is, to the present—day Chinese society, anthropology can do at least three things: it can
provide the society with the idea of “harmony” ; it can help us to get to know ourselves as well as to
know the world; it can function as an important channel for China to conduct dialogues with the world.
Given the present status of anthropology in China’s academic structure, its fundamental functions can
never be ignored. What is fundamental about anthropology is very much decided by what is
fundamental in a given culture, which functions as the cornerstone of a country or a nation. Just as
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President Xi Jinping points out, the prosperity of a country and a nation is backed up by a thriving
culture. And the great revival of the Chinese nation calls for a thriving Chinese culture”. Anthropology
is a science that can inject vigor to a nation. If China is to become a major world power, it must have
a full confidence in its culture before the great rejuvenation can take place. Anthropology as a funda-
mental science that features a global vision and a concern for all humanity can do much to help
strengthen the sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Keywords: anthropology, Chinese nation, cultural inclusiveness, the idea of *harmony”,

mission for the new era
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