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The Chinese nation is made by history; and it is the result of the development of
Chinese history. Following the logic of the “expansion” and “continuity” in Chinese
history, this article explores the cohesion and evolution of the Chinese nation, specifically
the issues regarding the mechanism of integration and fusion between agricultural Huaxia
and nomadic Northern ethnic groups, and the promotional effect of Northern ethnic groups
migrating southwards on national integration. It asserts that national integration is the
mainstream of Chinese history, and that historically speaking, the fundamental trend of
integration and fusion between various ethnic groups is to evolve into an entirety in which
ethnic groups are getting increasingly interdependent and inseparable. This entirety is
known as the ‘Chinese nation” today. Integration is the fundamental basis of the making
of the Chinese nation and is also the key to the continuity, everlasting vitality and vigor of
Chinese civilization. Inclusiveness is the essential and core element that made integration
possible and continuous in Chinese history. The development and integration of the
Chinese nation is the result of the inclusiveness and acceptance of different ethnic groups
and cultures in Chinese history.
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As an integrated entirety with close internal connection, the community for the
Chinese nation takes its shape as the river of history flows, and develops and solidifies
itself alongside the common development of all ethnic groups in China. Ever since the
origin, an internal connection exists among various ethnic groups living on the vast land of
China and shows the characteristics of absorption and integration as well as a common
trend of unification. A relatively stable community for the Chinese nation takes its shape

after a long term of exchanges, communication and integration in the Dynasties of Xia,
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