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THE CIRCULATION AND EVOLUTION OF HAN-STYLE
SUDHANAKUMARA AND CHILDREN IN TIBETAN
BUDDHIST ART OF THE MING DYNASTY

by
Xiong Wenbin

The Ming dynasty was another important period of Han-Tibetan cultural exchange and
integration. The surviving images of Han-style Sudhanakumara (Child of Good Fortune) and
children in Tibet, Qinghai, Gansu, Yunnan, and other Tibet-related regions, as well as in
mainland monasteries such as Beijing, are the crystallization of this exchange. These images
mainly consist of wall paintings, sculptures, and prints from the Ming dynasty, including
the Drepung Monastery in Lhasa, the Palcho Monastery in Gyantse, the Gonga Monastery in
Zhanang, the Pingcuolin Monastery in Lhatse, the Qutan Monastery in Qinghai, the Gan’en
Monastery in Gansu, the Dabaoji Palace in Lijiang, Yunnan, the Dajue Monastery and the
Fahai Monastery in Beijing. and Marvelous Images. Names. Sutras and Dharanis of the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in the collection of the National Library of China. A review and
comparison of literature, images, and inscriptions show that the plump, topless, and bare-
footed children with hair buns in these works were influenced by the Han-style
Sudhanakumara and children. After the appearance was introduced to Tibet-related areas, its
nature, function, and design had undergone continuous enrichment, development, and evo-
lution according to Tibetan culture and aesthetics, and finally became an organic part of the
Tibetan art theme, which has been inherited to this day. The massive application of Han-
style Sudhanakumara and children’s appearances in Tibetan art was not only a crystallization
of the frequent and close political, economic, and cultural exchanges between Tibet and oth-
er Tibet-related areas and the mainland during the Ming dynasty, and another example of
cultural recognition of Han Chinese culture, but also enriched the cultural exchanges of Chi-

nese-Tibetan art.
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