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Fragments of an unknown Tibetan priesthood, ” 2007, pp. 705—706.
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About the Title and Preface and Postscript of the White History—An Example of Mongolian-Tibetan Cultural
Communication and Integration

Oyunbilig, ZHOU He
Abstract: Cayan teiike, or known as the White History, is one of the most controversial texts among scholars
in the field of Mongolian studies, and the title of the book has been interpreted in different ways. “White
History” is a word-for-word translation of the Mongolian phrase ¢ayan teiike. In addition to “white”, ¢ayan
also means “noble, righteous” in Mongolian. Teiike is transformed from tegiige (pronounced as tehiihe in
ancient Mongolian), whose root is tegili, meaning “to gather (something) together”. The meaning of tegiige in
the title of the White History is “a collection of texts”. Therefore, its full title Arban buyantu nom-un cayan
tetike, or “the White History of Ten Virtuous Dharma”, needs to be understood as “the Noble Collection of
Ten Virtuous Dharma”. The title of this book is related to the Tibetan terma literature. The author of the
White History defined his book as a compendium about the history, theories, tenets, teachings of the two
paths—politics and religion—of Ten Virtuous Dharma and the institutional and systematic setup for their
implementation. It is for this reason that the author translated the Tibetan word bKav vbum into Mongolian
and put it in the title of his book. In any case, the so-called “White History” stands for the “noble and
virtuous full collection” of the two paths of politics and religion, and has no meaning as “a white book of
history”. The preface to the White History, which is not in keeping with the traditions of Mongolian annals,
gives all the information about its author, its secondary editor, the references, the date of completion, its
discoverer (Tib. gter ston), the place of its discovery, etc. In fact, the organization of its preface exactly
follows the practice of the Tibetan terma (ger-ma) literature. The wording and font of the postscript of the
White History likewise reveal the author’s intention to imitate texts of the past and to give credence to the
idea that the literature is related to the Mongols of the Yuan dynasty.

Keywords: White History; Terma literature; Mongolian-Tibetan culture; Cultural communication

Coexistence and Debate: The Conversation between Buddhists and Non-Buddhist Others Recorded in a 15th
Century Tibetan Biography

Yudru Tsomu, Hildegard Diemberger
Abstract: Setting out from references to ‘Bonpos’ in a fifteenth century biography, we interrogate this term
and what it may have meant in the context of the religious climate of the time and in the context of that
particular form of Buddhist narrative. The biography of the Gungthang princess Chos-kyi sgron-ma (1422—
1455) describes how during the earlier part of her life she had a series of encounters with Bonpos. Against
her will she was married to the prince of southern La-stod defined as a keen supporter of Bonpo practices

and had complex interactions with his court priests. Eventually she abandoned him to become a nun and



+ 216 *

follow a Buddhist religious life and would eventually become the first bSam-sding rDo-rje Phag-mo. In this
biography, compiled shortly after her death, Chos-kyi sgron-ma is thus depicted as a Buddhist hero and her
conflict-laden interactions with followers of the ‘religion of Shenrab’, the wearer of the ‘woolen turbans’
(balgyithod), feature repeatedly. Under the influence of the generalizing view of the binary opposition
between Buddhism and Bon, the biographer distinctively uses the term “Bonpo” and other equivalents to
wave a narrative selectively. Using a variety of heterogeneous phenomena that are in all likelihood real but
not necessarily related, he described the conflict between Chos-kyi sgron-ma and her husband as a stark
confrontation between a Buddhist and a non-Buddhist view of the world, between alleged highest moral
virtue and total human failure. This paper explores the passages in the biography that refer to these ‘Bonpo’
arguing that they were at the same time representatives of local cults and a reflection of Buddhist tropes
that constructed the idea of “Bonpo” as “other.” Moreover, terms such as “Bon” and “Bonpo” have also
been used as an overarching category to indicate a particular political and religious positioning rather than a
specific religious tradition.

Keywords: bSam-sding rDo-rje Phag-mo; Chos-kyi sgron-ma; Buddhist; Bon; Biography; Woolen turbans;
Debate

A New Look at the Guan Gong Belief of Tibetan Buddhism

WANG Shuai
Abstract: The belief in Guan Gong of Tibetan Buddhism is a typical example of the integration of Han,
Manchu, Mongolian and Tibetan cultures. During the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty, the Guan Gong
belief was introduced into the Manchu and was adopted by its Shamanism, becoming the “God of War”
and “God of State Protection” of the Manchus. After the establishment of Qing Dynasty, under the political
background of “actively advocating Tibetan Buddhism”, the rulers incorporated Guan Gong belief into
Tibetan Buddhism. There were two main ways for Guan Gong belief to enter Tibetan Buddhism: first, with
the military actions of the Qing Dynasty in Tibet and its surrounding areas, it played the role of winning
victory and protecting people as the God of War and God of State Protection; second, with the Dharma
promotion activities of Mongolian monks, it played the role of eradicating evil and safeguarding justice as
“Dharma Protector”. The formation and development of Guan Gong belief in Tibetan Buddhism promoted
religious exchanges and cultural interactions, and then realized ethnic unity and national stability, which
shows that religion plays an irreplaceable role in strengthening the sense of community for the Chinese
nation.

Keywords: Guan Gong belief; Tibetan Buddhism; Yonghegong Lama Temple; Qing Dynasty



