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A Look at the Multiethnic Exchanges and Integration through the Newly Unearthed Tubo Tombs on
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau

HUO Wei
Abstract:In recent years, new tombs of the Tubo period have been unearthed by archaeologists on the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau,with different grades and shapes, reflecting very rich cultural connotations. The article
mainly analyzes a batch of tombs,as well as the tomb system and customs, of the Tubo period newly unearthed
on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. From these tombs, we can see the intertwining and integrating relation between
the local cultural factors of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the cultural factors from the Central Plains and Hexi
regions , which reflects several historical fragments of the communication and integration of different ethnic
groups living here in the 7—9 centuries and provides important materials for understanding the burial system
and customs during the Tubo period.
Keywords: Qinghai-Tibet Plateau; Archaeology; Tubo tombs; Ethnic contact communication and fusion;

Plateau Silk Road

Buddhist Sutras Carved on Stone in the Eastern Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau and the Interactions between
Han and Tibetan Buddhism during the Tubo Period

ZHANG Chang-hong
Abstract ; Since the 1980s, several Buddhist rock carvings of images combined with old Tibetan inscriptions
dated to the Tubo period have been found in Chamdo of Tibet Autonomous Region, and in Yushu, Qinghai
Province. In this paper,we sorted out these rock carved sutras and discovered that they belong to the Kun du
[or:tu]bzang po spyodpavismon lam gyirgyal po ,the rNam par snangmdzadvkhor dang bcas pa la bstod pa ,the
Tshedpag du myedpavimdosde and the vPhags pa bcomldanvdas ma shesrabgyipharol du phyinpavisnying
po. These sutras were already translated into Tibetan during the Tubo period and similar Tibetan and Chinese
translations can be found in both Tibetan and Han Buddhist canons and old Dunhuang documents. According
to the inscription,the date of the Buddhist rock carvings in Chamdo and Yushu can be placed in the reign of

btsan po Khrildesrongbtsan , that is,sometime in the beginning of the ninth century. Upon closer inspection of
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these rock carvings ,we argue that they were the product of the implementation of Buddhist politics by the Ti-
betan royal court and reflect the close interaction and intimate relationship between Han and Tibetan Buddhism
during the Tubo period.

Keywords : The eastern Qinghai-Tibetan plateau; Old Tibetan inscriptions; Tuboperiod ; Han and Tibetan Bud-

dhism

A Preliminary Study on the Gilded Silver Crown Excavated from Tomb No.l1 in Wulanquangou , Qinghai
LI Shuai,ZHU Ming
Abstract : The gilded silver crown excavated from tomb No. 1 in Wulanquangou reveals a type of crown that
exisled in the northeast of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in the Sui and Tang Dynasties. This kind of crown style
should be based on local cultural traditions and mixed with the crystallization of multiple cultures including the
Central Plains,the northern grassland and Central Asia. The concept of gold and silver crown may come from
the tradition of northern grassland culture , which has many similarities with the later Khitan crown. The tradi-
tion of square crowns and the practice of hanging beads in front of crowns should be influenced by the Central
Plains. The images of dragons, phoenixes and lions on the crown should have special meanings. The above
three animals have different orientations on the crown,which may reflect the crown owner’s differential under-
standing to the meaning of those animals,their background culture and concepts. The gemstones on the crown
are equally diverse,reflecting the prosperity and development of the Plateau Silk Road in the Han and Tang
Dynasties. From the unearthed state and combined with the literature ,the crown may be used as an“alternative
to dress” in the funeral ceremony for the soul of the tomb owner to use in the post-mortem world. Through the
study of the crown,we can not only deepen our understanding of the ancient crown system of the Qinghai Tibet
Plateau, but also see the contacts and exchange of various ethnic groups in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.
Keywords : Gilded silver crown;Tomb No. 1 in Wulanquangou ; Crown style ; Qinghai-Tibet Plateau ; Cultural in-

tegration



