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Beyond the Nation—State: Nation—-Building in Modern China

LI Xuan

Abstract: The nation —state paradigm of nation—building was highly regarded during China’ s
transition to modernity. During the late Qing Dynasty, Chinese revolutionaries advocated for building
modern China into a racially and culturally homogeneous nation—state; however, to ensure that China
does not fall apart, they finally compromised with the constitutionalists who supported a “five —race
monarchy.” A relatively inclusive “Five Races Under One Union” then became the nation—building
program in the early years of the Republic of China. However, the Kuomintang did not truly embrace
inclusive nation—building but rather advocated for the construction of an ethnically and culturally homo-
geneous nation—state. The Nationalist Government tried to carry out national integration, integrating
multi—national populations into a highly homogeneous one. For its part, the Chinese Communist Party
embraced a unified multi—national state in its nation—building program. It recognized that building a u-
nified state that accommodates multi—national coexistence is not only achievable but would also be more
conducive to the country’ s long—term stability. To unite the various nationalities in the country and en-
hance their common identity in the “new China,” the CPC emphasized the popular attributes of the
state and constructed a set of “people’ s discourses” that transcended an ethnically and culturally
homogeneous nation and linked all nationalities, while respecting and protecting the nationality status
and political rights of all nationalities at the policy level. On this basis, the CPC then successfully
built a “people’s state” that transcended the nation—state.

Keywords: Nation—state, Multi —national state, People’ s state, Nation—building, the Com-

munist Party of China
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