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The Translation of Relevant Concepts of “the Chinese Nation”
by the Communist Party of China
— Research on Selected Works of Mao Tse-Tung in Han Chinese,

Tibetan, and Uyghur Languages
LI Xuan'’

(1. School of History and Culture, Sichuan University; 2. Research Base for Fostering A Strong

Sense of the Chinese National Community, Sichuan University, Chengdu Sichuan 610000)

[Abstract | Translation is a key element for the introduction of relevant concepts of “the Chinese nation”
into the Chinese ethnic languages. As early as in the Republic of China period, the work of translating the
relevant concepts of “Chinese nation” into ethnic language had begun. For instance, the Mongolian and
Tibetan Weekly translated “the Chinese Nation” into Tibetan in 1930. However, the first large — scale,
systematic, and complete translation of the relevant concepts of “the Chinese Nation” into ethnic languages in
history was carried out with the launch of the translation of Selected Works of Mao Tse—Tung. During its
translation, the CPC noticed the need to balance the overall status of the Chinese nation with the special status
of ethnic groups, therefore the translation of the concepts not only highlighted the sense of wholeness of the
Chinese nation, but also acknowledged the status of all ethnic groups in China. At the same time, the CPC
also seemed to be aware of the need to deal with the multilevel issue of ethnic identity. Therefore, in the
process of recreation of the text, the differences between the Chinese nation as a higher level and the specific
ethnic identity as a lower level are made clear through special translation techniques. The translation of Selected
Works of Mao Tse—Tung is of great significance to the transmission of the relevant concepts of “the Chinese
Nation” among ethnic people. Indeed, the translation of Selected Works of Mao Tse—Tung into ethnic languages
and its large —scale distribution in ethnic regions hasmade it possible for ethnic people to acquire a basic
understanding of the unity and diversity of the Chinese nation.

[Key words ] The Communist Party of China; Selected Works of Mao Tse—Tung; Chinese nation; ethnic

group; translation
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