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Btsanpo, Rgyal-po and Chosrgyal: The Evolution of the Title of
Monarch in Tibetan History Books in Post-Tubo Era

Huang Bo

Abstract: After the collapse of the Tubo dynasty in the mid-9th century, the word “btsan—po”, as the
title of the supreme monarch, gradually disappeared from the history books written in Tibetan. In the Ldevu
chos=byung written in the early 13th century, the monarchs of the local separatist powers established by
descendants of the Tubo royal family were still called btsan-po. However, in the middle and late 14th century,
books such as Yardung jo-bovi chos=byung and Rgyal-rabs gsal-ba’i me-Hong basically referred to the monarchs
of these separatist powers as rgyal-po or mnga’-bdag. In later books such as La-dwags rgyal-rabs and A-mdo
chos=byung , authors no longer referred to the monarchs of the Tubo Dynasty as btsan-po, but called them
rgyal-po or chos—je. Actually, both btsan-po and rgyal-po were the titles of the monarchs in ancient Tibetans,
but the btsan—po had a sanctity that the rgyal-po did not have, which included divinity and power. Then, the
btsan—po’s authority lost its luster day by day because of the collapse of the dynasty and the decline of the
monarchy in the post-Tubo era. The disappearance of the title of rgyal-po reflects that the Tibetan society had
produced a new power structure and power relationship in the turbulent era.

Key words: btsan—po, gyal-po, chos—aje, Tibetan historical resources
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