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that this octagonal pillar was now housed in the Field Museum of Natural History as a bequest of the US
sinologist Berthold Laufer. This paper aims to discuss this important pillar with its accession to the Field

Museum and its historical significance for the study of Tang-Tibetan trade.

Tracing the Cultural Relics Unearthed from the Tombs of the Tubo
Period in Tulan, Qinghai Province

Huo Chuan

(Ph. D. Student, Department of Archaeology, Sichuan University)

The Tubo tombs in Tulan, Qinghai, are located in a large cemetery with a very wide distribution. The
cemetery is the largest and the most diverse found in Qinghai province, and it can be dated sometime
from the Northern and Southern dynasty to the Sui and Tang dynasty. Most of the tombs were looted prior
to the formal excavation by archaeologists. The unearthed cultural relics are relatively rich in the Reshui
Tomb No.1 and the four tombs on the south bank of Reshui ditch. However almost no findings were ever
published. In the newly built museum in Tulan county, the first batch of unearthed cultural relics from
the Tubo tombs that were obtained through different channels in recent years are now exhibited. This
paper adds more information on the burial objects in terms of type, date, function and so on, which can be
corroborated by previously excavated materials. It provides researchers with more relevant information.

An Archaeological Survey Report of Work Done in 2015
in the 'Phyongs rgyas River Valley in Lho kha, Tibet

Center for Tibetan Studies, Department of Archaeology, Sichuan University
Institute for Cultural Heritage Preservation and Research, TAR
Lhokha Cultural Heritage Administration, TAR
(Yang Feng, Tang Li, Xu Hailun)

In July 2015, the Institute for Cultural Heritage Preservation and Research of the Tibet Autonomous
Region and the Department of Archaeology at Sichuan University formed a team to conduct a
comprehensive and systematic archaeological survey of the 'Phyongs rgyas river valley in Central Tibet.
The previous census of Central Tibet's cultural heritage basically assessed the distribution of immovable
cultural relics in this region, but the investigation was not systematic and no examples of plans designed
for future research projects were developed. This time, the pull-net survey method was used to find out
the distribution of prehistoric sites in the 'Phyongs rgyas river valley. A number of tombs and petroglyphs
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were found and systematic survey methods suitable for Central Tibet were explored, which will provide
rich empirical foundation for future archaeological surveys in the Yar lung river valley.

Archaeological Report on the Newly Discovered Tubo Dynasty Rock
Sculptures in the Town of Sgar thog in Smar khams County, Tibet

Center of Tibetan Studies, Department of Archaeology, Sichuan University
Smar khams Cultural Heritage Administration, Tourism Administration, TAR

(Yang Qingfan, Lu Suwen, Zhang Yanging)

In 2014, Tshe ring rgyal po, a researcher of Academy of Social Sciences of TAR, discovered the rock
sculptures of a Vairocana and eight Bodhisattvas and another rock carving in Smar khams county. Then
in July 2016, the Center of Tibetan Studies, the Department of Archaeology of Sichuan University, Smar
khams Cultural Heritage Administration and Tourism Administration of TAR conducted a detailed field
research. A new rock carving with Tibetan inscriptions and another rock sculpture of Vairocana were
discovered besides the two that had been previously reported. Based on the subject matter, artistic style
and characters of the Tibetan inscriptions, these newly discovered rock sculptures might belong to the
period between the reign of Khri srong Ide btsan (755-798) and the reign of Khri Ide srong btsan (798-815),
that is, from the middle of the eighth to the first half of the ninth century. Along with the Tubo dynasty
rock sculptures that had already been discovered in Smar khams, these Buddhist remains provide new
evidence for the transmission of Buddhism between the Tubo and Tang dynasties, and have considerable
value for the art history of Tibetan Buddhism.

Identification and Analysis of Faunal Remains from Dkar dung Site
of Mnga' ris, West Tibet

Zhang Zhengwei, LU Hongliang

(Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University)

In 2013, during the excavation in Dkar dung site, one thousand three hundred and thirty-one animal
remains were collected. The NISP value is 110 and the MNI value is 28, with species identified as Bos
grunniens, Capra hircus, Ovis aries. These three taxa are considered to have been the livestock that was
raised by the early Dkar dung people. With paleobotanical evidence from the early Dkar dung people may
have practiced agropastoralism in and around the site. Zoo-archaeological evidence from the adjacent
Gu ru gyam and Chu 'thag cemeteries shows a contemporaneous people who occupied those areas and
probably practiced a more specialized pastoralism. We suggest that in western Tibet we encounter an
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