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CONTENTS

surrounding models of modern human origins have undergone significant transformation
and materials from the Eastern world are increasingly gaining prominence. This article: 1)
reviews the origin history and development of major hypotheses and models for the origin
and behavioral evolution of modern human 2) comprehensively introduces the latest
archaeological findings and recent advancement 3) discusses the motivation and direction
of the transformation of models of the origin and evolution of modern human as well as
models of the origin and evolution of modern behavior; 4) proposes to value the role of
vast material archaeological evidence on discussions involving different models; and 5)
reflects on the cultural connotation of “modernity ”. The author advocates for increased
investment in research on the origin of modern humans to provide more substantial Eastern
perspectives in the discourse surrounding models of modern human origins.

Keywords: human origin and evolution; modern human; modern behavior; East

Asia; eastern perspective

Investigating the Intersection of Archaeological Culture and Subsistence Economy in
the Surrounding Yin Mountain Region during the Pre-Qin Period
FENG Bao( Hebei Normal University) ( 55)
Abstract: Archaeological materials from various stages of the Pre-Qin period in the
Surrounding Yin Mountain region demonstrate the diverse blending of cultural features
from the prehistoric archaeology in the area as well as the evolution and transformation of
the subsistence economy. These materials also reveal the development trajectory of cultural
exchange and the integration of agriculture and animal husbandry in the region. The
cultural exchange and integration of the subsistence economy demonstrate that 1) the
development of the Surrounding Yin Mountain region was initially heavily influenced by
the powerful archaeological culture of the surrounding areas and that there was a cultural
exchange process in which the region as it developed also exported its own culture to the
surrounding areas; 2) the region occupied a central position in the pre-Qin period as a
“crossroads” for long+term and widespread communication of Eurasian grassland culture;
and 3) the evolution of the subsistence economy in this region was closely tied to the
impact of the overall economic development of production in both the Central Plains and
the Eurasian grassland.
Keywords: surrounding Yin Mountain; pre-Qin period; archeology culture;

subsistence economy; cultural blending

Studies on Theories of the Community for the Chinese Nation
Understanding the Commonality of “Community for the Chinese Nation” from the
Historical Relationship between Han Ethnic Group and Ethnic Minorities

172
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SHI Shuo( 73)

Abstract: A crucial aspect in comprehending the commonality of the “Community for
the Chinese Nation” is finding an appropriate way to understand the relationship between
the Han ethnic group and ethnic minorities. This article explores the formation
development characteristics and features of the Han ethnic group and its relationship
with ethnic minorities in China through a historical and contemporary perspective. It posits
that the Han ethnic group and ethnic minorities in China are intertwined and
interdependent with elements of both groups present in each other. There is no clear
boundary between the two and their relationship is a close one both historically and in
reality. The Han ethnic group is a product of integration and its composition and
tremendous inclusiveness make it the cornerstone of the Chinese nation. Han ethnic group
and ethnic minorities due to their difference in geological positions have different
economic types; however their differences in economic types and the resulting economic
complementation between the two have become the very reason for the high dependence
and close connection between Han and ethnic minorities which also demonstrate the
commonality of “community for the Chinese nation”. In the long historical course of the
Chinese nation the Han ethnic group and ethnic minorities absorb each other blend with
each other and depend on each other thus an organic whole with both commonality and
diversity gradually comes into being which is the key to understanding the essence of
“community for the Chinese nation”. Fostering a strong sense of community for the
Chinese nation requires shifting away from a mindset that separates the Han ethnic group
from ethnic minorities or pits them against each other.

Keywords: the Han ethnic group; ethnic minorities; community for the Chinese

nation; commonality; foster a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation

The Role of the Chinese Nation in Population Consolidation
ZHOU Ping ( Yunnan University) ( 89)
Abstract: Investigating the Chinese nation should encompass not only its external
attributes such as its pattern and culture but also its internal features including the
mechanisms and functions that are inherent to it. The Chinese nation like other ethnic
groups is an expression of human’ s innate tendency to form clans and a tangible
manifestation of “the formation of an ethnic group through population consolidation” ( ju
min wei zu) . The mechanism of “formation of an ethnic group through population
consolidation” serves the purpose of unifying multiple individuals into a single entity or
in other words it performs the function of population consolidation. The Chinese nation
has historically had a certain level of the function of population consolidation as

evidenced by the exchanges and interactions among different ethnic groups. Upon being
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