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The Openness of the Social Organization “rGyud pa” in the Minyag Region and the Social Basis for
the Integration of Different Ethnic Groups

LI Jin vJam-dbyang bZang-mo
Abstract: In the process of interactions and exchanges among various ethnic groups cultural and social
integration occur at the same time. Social organizations that are adept at dealing with population mobility and
capable of providing more mechanisms for integration have a certain openness that can facilitate the occurrence
of social integration. Based on a field survey in the Minyag region of Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in
Sichuan Province this paper comes to the conclusion that population mobility is a norm on the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau so when it comes to the discussion of the exchanges and interactions among various ethnic groups we
need to pay attention to the means in which their social organizations provide mechanisms for integration to oc—
cur based on the origin and mobility patterns of the external population. In order to speed up the integration of
external population into the local society the “rgyud pa”,a social organization in the Minyag region that is sit—
uated on a major transportation route on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau has developed a set of effective principles
for dealing with the frequent mobility of populations. Firstly in the Minyag region where the “rgyud pa” is ex—
pressed as a kinship group the field survey found that the bilateral inheritance feature of the “rgyud pa” can
to a certain extent weaken the exclusivity of bloodline thus effectively expanding the scope of
kinship. Secondly the “relatives” formed on the basis of the social organization of the “rgyud pa” is a kinship
network linked by affinity and by affirming the inheritance relationship of the “rgyud pa” and forming affinity
with the newly built “rgyud pa”,it fully accepts the “rgyud pa” inherited or newly built by the external popu—
lations into the “relatives” group thus completing the process of integrating the external populations into the
local community. Generally speaking the “rgyud pa” is a social organization that can absorb external popula—
tions while maintaining social stability at the same time. In this sense it is open to external populations and
facilitates the integration of external populations of different origins and identities serving as a social basis for
promoting communication exchanges as well as exchanges among various ethnic groups from the region.
Keywords: Minyag regioi ‘tGyud pa”; Social organization; Social integration; Integration of various

ethnic groups

On the Path and Strategy of Rural Revitalization Enabled by Intangible Cultural Heritage in Border
Areas of Xizang: Taking the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Monpa Ethnic Group in Lebugou as a Case
SU Fa=xiang Lv Zhong-lin

Abstract: Intangible cultural heritage is an important part of Chinese excellent traditional culture and is one of



