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Some Early Manuscripts and Ilustrations Preserved in the Keru Lhakhang, Lhokha City, Tibet

XIONG Wen-bin
Abstract: Based on field investigation and previous studies, this paper makes a preliminary study on the
contents, dales, themes and styles of some manuscripts and illustrations from the 9th 10 14th centuries pre-
served in Keru Lhakang, Lhokha City, Tibet. Most of the manuscripts in the monastery are Buddhist docu-
ments, with both Exoteric and Esoteric Buddhist contents, and most were translated in the Tubo period. Some
of the manuseripts also contain prayers, and their grammar, writing, and binding also preserved the charac-
teristics of old Tibetan manuscripts in the Tubo period to varying degrees. According to two important prayers,
the site of the monastery was called “vOl mo lung ring” after the demise of Tubo. In the 11th and 12th centu-
ries, it was ruled by the descendants of bTsan-po. Lama Zhang, the founder of Tshal-pa bKav-brgyud, par-
ticipated in the proofreading and approval of some of the manuscripts, and ink from Han region was also used
in the writing. These records provide very precious hislorical materials and physical evidence for the study of
the history, politics, economy, culture and exchanges with the mainland during this period. At the same
time, the painted illustrations and “flank paintings” in the manuseripts are mainly about Buddhas and Bodhi-
sattvas, and the style has obvious Pala elements, similar to those murals popular in various monasteries in
Lhasa and Shannan such as Gra-thang Monastery and Jokhang Temple in the 11th and 12th centuries. In view
of the fact that there are few scroll illustrations of this period in the central area of dBus-gtsang, these illustra-
tions not only enrich the types and forms of art in this period in this area, but also have important academic
value for the study of the evolution of the art history of Tibetan manuscript illustrations.

Keywords: Keru Lhakhang; Early manuscripts; Hlustrations; Pdla style elements

The Appearance of New Images under the Background of Han-Tibetan Cultural Exchange—A Restudy
of Tubo Buddhist CIiff in Yushu City, Qinghai Province

LU Su-wen
Abstract: In Yushu, Qinghai Province, five cliff carvings from the Tubo period have been found so far. The
subject of the stone carvings in the Vairocana Buddha Hall and the Qiagang stone carvings are Vairocana Bud-
dha and the Eight Great Bodhisativas, Vairocana Buddha and the two Bodhisattvas, all of which are related
to Vairocana. The other three stone carvings are Buddhas of the ten directions, stories of Buddha’s life, the
first turning of the Dharma wheel, and the picture of worshiping Buddha. Based on the study of the Wuna
Sangga stone carvings in Lebagou, Yushu and the images and Tibelan inscriptions on the west ¢liff of the Vai-
rocana Buddha Hall in Beinagou, the article believes that the combination of “Vairocana + Two disciples +
Buddhas in the ten directions + The Practices and Vows of the Bodhisattva Samantabhadra” engraved on the
wesl ¢liff of the Vairocana Buddha Hall shows the combination of Vairocana belief and Huayan belief. The
combination of “FEight stages of Buddha’s progress + Samantabhadra riding an elephant + Manjusri riding a li-
on” is related to Fahua belief. The appearance of these two images reflects the combination of the Vairocana
belief popular in the Tubo period and the Chinese Fahua and Huayan beliefs represented by Dunhuang. They

are new images that emerged in the Han-Tibetan Buddhist exchanges, which provide an important example for
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