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The Han-Styled Artworks with Dragon and Phoenix Motif in mNgav
ris of Ali as Visual Witnesses to Chinese Han-Tibetan Art Blending

through the Yuan and Ming Dynasties

Xiong Wenbin Tang Yingjia

ABSTRACT: The Chinese Han-styled artworks with dragon and phoenix motif preserved The article Chinese appears

in over ten historical sites in Ngari Sanai (mNgav ris) of Ali in Tibet are analyzed in origin, from page 0o4 to ozo.

context, circulation and the localized features in the thesis. The Yuan-Ming artistic works

with dragon and phoenix motif are usually found in the temples and caves located in the

central Guge Kingdom with a few in Ladakh and Gungtang Kingdoms, which are shown

mostly in mural, architecture, illustrated Buddhist classics, clay-sculpture, Tsatsa and silk

fabrics with kinds of design and style including the forms of assemblage, and somewhat

locally featured. It is studied in the thesis that these artworks with such a dragon-phoenix

motif were sourced from the mainland as tributes and awards granted from the royal Court,

which, therefore, play as visual witnesses to the local-central exchange, intercommunication

and integration in politics, economy and culture after Tibet was unified under the central

government of the Yuan Dynasty.

KEYWORDS: Ngari Sanai (mNgav ris) of Ali; the Han-styled dragon-and-phoenix
motif; Yuan and Ming dynasties; the Chinese Han-Tibetan art; visual evidence
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