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Ancient Tibetan translator and interpreter of Tibetan language

Sonam Tseten
(School of History, Qinghai Normal University, Xining, Qinghai Province, 810001)

Abstract: Translators are commonly referred to as the "eyes of the world" in Tibet history. From the middle and
late Ancient Tibet period onwards, translators honored as experts were highly favored by Tibetan historians, and
every work on the history of teachings and dharma contains a list of interpreters of all times, but when we look at
the history of Ancient Tibet’ s foreign exchanges, we find that interpreters or translators, who have been discard-
ed by the traditional history, were also given the same title. Not only did Ancient Tibet have interpreters in the
royal court, but it also had many interpreters for the marginal military and political organizations, as well as for
the leading ministers in foreign wars, who were able to exchange messages between Tibetan and other languages
such as Chinese, Sanskrit, and ancient Uighur to make Ancient Tibet's foreign exchanges in the political, mili-
tary, and cultural fields more convenient and smoother.

Key words: The Ancient Tibet; "Eyes of the world" ; Translators and Interpreters; Multilanguage;
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Situ: The Evolution of the Name of the Reincarnated Living Buddha System from the

Officials to the Reincarnated Living Buddhas
—Important Relics of the Central Government's Governance of Tibet in the Yuan and Ming Periods

Xiong Wenbin
(Center for Tibet Studies & School of Archaeology, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 610207)

Abstract: Situ is one of the important officials of the central government institutions from the Western Zhou Dynas-
ty to the Yuan Dynasty and has witnessed the evolution from the actual position to the additional official and the
granting of the official. The government began to use the Situ in the Yuan Dynasty for the conferment of the lead-
ers of Tibet and other places related to Tibet, and the objects of conferment were both lay officials and monks, all
of whom held real power and had greater influence. The Ming Dynasty inherited this tradition from the Yuan Dy-
nasty, and Situ gradually evolved into the name of Tibetan Buddhism'’s reincarnated living Buddha system, which
is still in use today. In the Yuan and Ming dynasties, the government conferred the title of Situ on the monks and
lay leaders of Tibet—related areas, which played an important role in the governance of Tibet-related areas and
the unification of the territory, and the term Situ was gradually integrated into Tibetan culture, which is a great
legacy of governing those areas and a tangible proof of the blending of Sino—Tibetan cultures in history. It fully re-
flects the governance of Tibet and other Tibet—related areas during the Yuan and Ming dynasties, as well as the
Tibetan people’s historical identification with the central government and Chinese culture.

Key words: Situ; Conferment; Tibet—related areas; the Name of the Reincarnated Living Buddha System; Sino—
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Tibetan cultural exchanges



