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The “Ink from Dongjing” Recorded in the Prayer Collected in Keru Lhakhang , Lhokha City , Xizang .
An Important Heritage of the Communication between Xizang and the Mainland in the Northern
Song Dynasty

XIONG Wen-bin
Abstract; Three Tibetan prayers from the 11th to 12th centuries found in Keru Lhakhang, Lhokha City,
Xizang , have recorded and praised the “ink from Dongjing” of the Northern Song Dynasty many times, contai-
ning three important transliteration words related to the communication between Xizang and the Mainland dur-
ing the Northern Song Dynasty. The author analyzes the context, meaning, and historical background of the
three transliterated words based on Chinese and Tibetan documents and previous research. A preliminary study
suggests that these three transliterations are the transliterations of Dongjing, the capital of the Northern Song
Dynasty. The record and praise of the ink from Dongjing in the prayers shows that the monastery used ink from
the mainland in copying Tibetan Buddhist sutras. The ink was probably introduced through the old Qinghai-Ti-
bet Road in the Song Dynasty,and it was related to the trades or the Chinese monks from the mainland who
went to India to seek Buddhist Sutras and the Tibetan monks who went to Xixia,the Hexi Corridor and the ma-
inland to transmit Tibetan Buddhism. In view of the rare documentary records and cultural relics of the contacts
and exchanges between Xizang and the mainland in the Song Dynasty, the prayers praising the “ink from
Dongjing” preserved in Keru Lhakhang are undoubtedly very precious,and are very valuable for further exca-
vation and research on the exchanges between Xizang and the mainland during the Song Dynasty.
Keywords: Northern Song Dynasty ; Keru Lhakhang; Prayer of copying sutra; “Ink from Dongjing” ; Han-Ti-

betan communication

Textual Research on mChims bSod nams vbum , the Mural Artist in Zha lu Monastery in the Yuan Dy-
nasty ; Centered on the dGe bavi bshes gnyen mchims pa rnams kyi lo rgyus yod( A History of the Schol-
ars in mChims Family )

Ting-vdzin bKra-shis
Abstract ; mChims bSod nams vbum is one of the most outstanding painters in the history of Tibetan paint-
ing. The seven exquisite murals he painted on the wall of the Zha lu Monastery are praised as exemplary
works. The seven murals are all signed by mChims bSod nams vbum, so he is one of the few Tibetan painters to
leave the name on his paintings. Based on two newly discovered Tibetan historical texts,dGe bavi bshes gnyen
mchims pa rnams kyi lo rgyus yod and mChims Nam mkhav grags kyi rnam thar ,this paper investigates the ori-
gin,residence and identity of the painter of the murals of the Yuan Dynasty in the Zha lu Monastery. The ances-
tors of mChims bSod nams vbum were the leaders of Kong po but moved to Yar klung because of the uprising of
the people. During the Tubo period ,the mChims family married with the Tubo royal family and became one of
the three great Tubo families. After the collapse of the Tubo regime ,mChims Zhang bu legs moved to sTag tshal
in Myang stod. After that,the mChims family devoted himself to Buddhism and preached Abhidharma-kosa, and
became one of the first six schools of scholars in the Nianchu River basin. There were many famous scholars in
the family,such as mChims Nam mkhav grags. The mChims family is also a family that has inherited crafts-

manship. mChims bSod nams vbum could have been the younger brother of mChims Nam mkhav grags.



