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Summary

Over the past two decades, the Internet has gained tremendous popularity and witnessed diversified application
scenarios in China. Consequently, the number of Internet users has rapidly increased, leading to a profound
integration of the Internet, driven by ICT technology and data elements, into various aspects of social
production and daily life. The expanding and deepening impact of this phenomenon on the Chinese population
has resulted in significant transformations, not only in people’s lifestyles and perceptions but also in their
awareness of social justice. Pursuing social justice has long been a goal and aspiration, which prompts us to
inquire: Can the Internet promote the public’s sense of social justice? And if so, what mechanisms are at play?

Exploring these questions will shed new light on achieving greater social equity in China.

Utilizing microdata from five round of CGSS surveys, this study employs the OLogit model to investigate the
impact of the Internet usage on the sense of social justice. The findings indicate that the Internet usage does not
promote the sense of social justice; instead, it diminishes the probability of improving the sense of social justice
by 14.41%. These results withstand robust checks for endogeneity and sample selection bias using instrumental
variable methods, treatment effect model and coarsened exact matching. Further analysis reveals that diverse
preferences for Internet usage are the reason for the heterogeneity observed in individual evaluations of social
justice. Specifically, the negative impact of the Internet usage on the sense of social justice is more pronounced
among males and individuals without college degrees, while no significant differences were observed across
different employment statuses. Mechanism analysis demonstrates that the Internet usage undermines social

fairness by intensifying the perception of relative income inequality and impeding upward social mobility.

Compared to existing literature, this paper contributes in two key areas. First, to address potential endogeneity
issues in econometric models and ensure the robustness of our conclusions, we employ IV OProbit, TEM, and
CEM methods. The results validate the robustness of our finding that the Internet usage reduces social fairness.
Furthermore, we employ Fisher’s Permutation test to determine significant differences among different
samples, thus providing a methodological supplement to existing literature. Second, the paper’s contribution is
also evident in its research content, which primarily focuses on two aspects: examining whether the Internet
usage can enhance individuals’ perception of social fairness from the perspective of the different dimensions that
constitute a sense of social fairness, and analyzing the impact of Internet usage with regards to social fairness.

considering different purposes and preferences.

This paper uncovers the influence of the Internet usage on the perception of social justice, offering compelling
empirical support and policy guidance for China’s pursuit of shared development, the promotion of common

prosperity, and the attainment of maximum social justice.
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