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A Comprehensive Study of the Research Status
and Development Orientation of “Borderland Science” in China
YANG Minghong

(Center for Studies of Ethnic Minorities of the Borderland of Southwest China ,

Yunnan University , Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: Frontier and territory are related to the core interests of a country,and safeguarding the in-
terests of the national frontier has become the requirement of the times. In response to the require-
ments of the new era,domestic scholars have discussed widely the establishment of a new cross—disci-
pline of “borderland science” to safeguard the national frontier interests in the new era. “Borderland
science” is a transformation of the general concept of frontier studies discussed in the early academic
circles. “Borderland science” emerged relatively early,had its development orientation,and established
its disciplinary status in the process of its development. The knowledge system of “borderland
science” covers many aspects,including not only its theoretical basis and basic theories, but also “pro-
fessional borderland science” and “borderland science in a branch of learning” as well as its theoretical
research and practical application. At present,the research characteristics of “borderland science” find
expression in some relatively hot topics in “professional borderland science” and “borderland science in
a branch of learning” as well as the relevant studies. It is expected that “borderlands science” in the
future can form an independent knowledge system, but it needs to focus on its future possibilities in
the spirit of scientism.

Key words: borderland science; borderland studies; professional borderland science; borderland sci-

ence in a branch of learning; scientism
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