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Abstract: Textbooks play a crucial role in
shaping a national consciousness as they provide a
link between the state the intellectual elite and
the public. To mobilize society and create a coher—
ent national consciousness the government can use
education to spread national ideology through text—

books. Therefore

important vehicle for better constructing a national

bilingual textbooks can be an

consciousness among ethnic minorities in border ar—
In 1930

began planning for the compilation of bilingual

eas. the Nanjing National Government
textbooks. Several large-scale compilation activities
of bilingual school texts were conducted before
and after the Anti-Japanese War. These
bilingual books were printed in small quantities

during

and most of them have got scattered or lost. Only
one set named General Knowledge in Chinese and
Tibetan for Elementary School Students ( Eight Vol-
umes) ( hereinafter referred to as General Knowl-
edge) published in 1947 has been considered
relatively complete and well preserved. These text—
books were compiled by ethnologists with good aca—
demic training and intellectuals familiar with Tibet—
an and Han culture. The project was completed in
six months and subsequently distributed to schools
across various border areas.

In assembling the set the compilers appear to
have stressed the importance of cultivating national
consciousness among Tibetan students. As for con—
guided Tibetan
students toward establishing and nurturing a politi—

tent development  compilers
cal national historical and cultural identification
with modern China. Compilation of the textbook
was undertaken by considering Tibetan students”
teachability and learnability therefore the princi-—
ple of compiling from simple to complex and easy
to difficult was followed. Additionally the antholo-
gists incorporated many vernacular elements in this
set of textbooks to reflect the local character of the
Tibetan areas. The compilers also understood the

principle of internal and external distinctions. For
example they did not refer to heroes who emerged
from internal strife in Chinese history as national
heroes but only those who emerged during the
process of defending modern China from foreign en—
emies. Despite the compilation of General Knowl-
edge containing many commendable features there
are arguably several shortcomings including the
inaccuracy of some Tibetan-Chinese translations
and the incoherence of some narratives.

Anthologizing border school texts was un-
doubtedly an important project for the Kuomintang
to continue promoting the construction of a national
identity after the victory of the AntiJapanese War
which was supported by senior officials of the Min—
istry of Education of the Nanjing National Govern—
ment at that time. Data further suggests that the
use of teaching materials most likely can help Ti-
betan students identify themselves with modern
China and the Chinese nation unconsciously. How-—
ever its impact should not be overestimated. Re-
garding the content of this identification there are
still some contradictions between the Chinese and
Tibetan versions. Furthermore records tell the
Nanjing National Government had limited control
over the ethnic minority areas; therefore promo-
ting education in these areas was quite challeng—
ing. The limited number of schools and the small
number of students in ethnic minority areas affected
the printing and use of bilingual textbooks resul-
ting in the printing of only 2 000 sets of the first
half of General Knowledge for use in schools of the
ethnic minority areas. As a consequence of the
Kuomintang’s defeat in the civil war two years lat—
er the set also ceased to be used and Tibetan so—
ciety did not benefit from it in a comprehensive and
sustained manner.

Key Words: bilingual textbooks for ethnic mi—
norities; the Tibetans; the Chinese nation; nation—
al consciousness; identity



