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officials manage the local people and transformed the relationship between the government and the frontier
guards. The evolution of the military—civilian government system in Ming Dynasty was shaped by various
stakeholders including the frontier guards the Bingbei Dao ( regional military command) and the chieftain.
These factors contributed to the maintenance of military and political order in southwestern China and ultimately
contributed to the creation of a new politico-geographical pattern.

Keyword: Ming Dynasty; military-eivilian government; garrison; chieftain; territory management

Writing of Chieftain in Ming Shi and Tuguan System under Xifan Territory Division in

MENE DYNASLY  «eocooerrrrreeessmmeiee e Zou Libo ( 42)

( Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)

Abstract: Ming Shi for the first time included biographies of chieftains in the official history but selectively
classified some of Xifan ( ) Tuguan ( ) as chieftains in Ming Dynasty. When compilers such as Wan
Sitong ( ) and Wang Hongxu ( ) revised manuscripts in the early Qing Dynasty they were deeply
influenced by the historical records since the middle of the Ming Dynasty on Xifan territorial affiliation. These
records were direct reflection of the inheritance and adjustment of administrative region in Yuan Dynasty during
the establishment of the Xifan political system in the early Ming Dynasty. Jimi Tuguan were excluded from the
ranks of chieftains by the compilers. Due to the differences in local political practices in the early Ming Dynasty
Xifan Tuguan under the jurisdiction of Dusiwei ( ) in Shaanxi and Sichuan were included in different
military and political management systems which became the deep-seated reason for defining Xifan chieftains in
officially compiled historical books of early Qing Dynasty. By the late Ming the territorial governance of Xifan
gradually broke down. The spatial distribution of chieftains and their territories as recognized by the
contemporaries accordingly changed. The generation process of the chieftain conception complements the study of
institutional history. Investigation on the use of historical concepts needs to be more attentive on the context of
historical documents and the process of local political practice in different regions.

Keywords: Ming Shi; chieftain; Tuguan;, Xifan; territory division

The Formation and Composition of Administrative Divisions in the West Part of Jilin

Province in Qing Dynasty < -«weeeeeeerrmmmrmenniii Xie Changlong ( 53)

( Institute of Qing History Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Administrative divisions namely Fu Ting Zhou and Xian were established in the west part of
Jilin mainly after 1906 based on domestic political reformations on the system of eight-banner garrisons. Large
amount of newly established administrative divisions within the short time led to the unusual equivalence between
Fudevel and Xiandevel divisions. As a result the boundaries between administrative divisions remained the same
as margin zones between regions of eight-banners garrisons before 1907 most of which were referring to
mountains or rivers. After that delimitation and alternation moved boundaries away from existing frontiers. As to
provincial boundaries in the western part of Jilin their continuous changes were related to the development of
lands near the boundary and changes of the land ownership afterwards. By the third year of reign of Xuantong
boundaries between administrative divisions in the western part of Jilin were mainly natural boundaries

complemented with a minority group of man-made objects. However among the boundaries inside Jilin



