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Summaries

New Evidence to Date the Discovery of the Sanxingdui Site to 1927
Huo Wei, Chen Haixia

Summary: In recent years, the Sanxingdui Site in Guanghan, Sichuan, with its great number of new archaeological
discoveries, has attracted attention of archaeological scholars from home and abroad. However, the exact date when the
Sanxingdui Site was discovered has remained unsettled. In the past, there were two views on this matter: one setting the time at
1929, the other at 1931. More recently, some scholars dated the discovery to 1927.

The 1929 theory was put forward by Tong Enzheng in his article “Jade Relics Unearthed in Guanghan™ which was based on
Feng Hanji’s field investigation in 1960. Feng and Tong once led teachers and students of archaeology from Sichuan University to
conduct field investigations and trial excavations at the Sanxingdui Site, and they also interviewed the Yan family who had initially
discovered those jade relics. However, the information they obtained may not be accurate.

The 1931 view first appeared in Lin Mingjun’s 1942 paper “The Discovery and Excavation of Ancient Relics in Guanghan”,
in which Lin mistook the time when Dong Yidu learned about the discovery of jade utensils in Hanzhou, mentioned in David
C. Graham’s A Preliminary Report on the Hanzhou Excavation (1934), as the date of the discovery of the site.

Both views were based on information reported by others, that is, indirect information whose accuracy could not be
confirmed.

In 2006, Xu Jie, based on a paper published by Daniel Sheets Dye in 1931, dated the first discovery of jade relics at
Sanxingdui to 1927. As Dye was one of earliest scholars who visited the site and conducted investigations there, his account is
more reliable, although he only mentioned “four years ago” (that is, four years before 1931) instead of giving an exact date.

Recently, in our systemization of the old files and archives at Sichuan University Museum, we happened to find the English
manuscript of David C. Graham’s Diary on Excavation in Hanzhou. Graham presided over the first archaeological excavation at the
Sanxingdui Site in 1934, and his diary is no doubt a reliable source. Fortunately, Graham made a detailed record of when and how
the Sanxingdui Site was first discovered, and definitely dated the time of its discovery to 1927. Based on this evidence, we are
now sure that the Sanxingdui Site was first discovered in 1927.

Key words: Sanxingdui Site; Yueliangwan in Guanghan; Archaeology study of the Shang-Zhou Dynasties; Ancient

Shu Civilization

The Construction of “Meaning”
—The Characteristics of Confucian Utopia and Its Political Function in Traditional China

Zhang Xingjiu

Summary: Confucian utopia has experienced two forms of evolution from “utopia in text” to “utopia in historical context”.
The former, conceived in the Confucian classics, is a utopia that offers a detailed blueprint design for an ideal society in which
there is a holy king similar to the messianic type, who can lead mankind to achieve the most perfect rule. There is no Christian
“double country” gap between the real society and this type of utopia, so it is a blueprint-idolatry-like utopia similar to the West.
The latter is a transcendental utopia that has been gradually washed away from empirical content in various historical contexts after
the Qin and Han dynasties.

As the Confucian concept of the holy king was so perfect that no monarch in reality could match it, the history after the Qin
and Han dynasties, in the eyes of the later Confucianists, was actually an era “without the holy king at work”. The Confucian
conception of social system, such as the well-field system and the system of enfeoffment, was not practical, and coupled with the
conflict between some ideas of Confucianism itself etc., the Confucian utopia, of holy-king worship and the social blueprint
planning, was gradually weakened and abstracted into a Bloch-like transcendent utopian spirit that expresses the “not yet” state,
such as the Confucian concepts of justice and benevolence, the dissatisfaction with the status quo, and so on. The abstract and
transcendental transformation and sublimation of Confucian utopia on the one hand dissipated the feasibility of its transformation

into a realistic social movement and weakened the impulse to pursue radical social reform, and, on the other hand, built a
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