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ABSTRACTS

A Study on Three Topics of the Cultural History of Tubo

Lin Kuanqun

(China Tibetology Research Center, Beijing; Chinese Culture University, Taipei)

This article aims to investigate three topics pertaining to the cultural history of Tubo, beginning with the
timeframe of the emergence and utilization of the Tibetan script. To date, a comprehensive discussion of
this issue remains obscure within academia. Secondly, the title of the Tibetan kings across all dynasties
was Sacred Divine King ('Phrul gyi lha btsan po, Shengshen Zanpo % ## # ¥ ) in Dunhuang Chinese
documents. Some scholars postulate that this title was translated into Tibetan from Chinese. However,
it remains to be seen whether the Chinese "Shengshen Zanpo" derives from the Tibetan term for Sacred
Divine King, or if neither terminology accurately reflects the original. Thirdly, the left side of the Sino-
Tibetan Treaty Stele is inscribed with the full titles and names of the officials from the Tang dynasty and
Tubo, meticulously carved in both Chinese and Tibetan. A comparative analysis of the similarities and
differences between the Chinese and Tibetan inscriptions reveals that the Tibetan text provides greater
detail than its Chinese counterpart. This observation raises the question of whether the Tibetan translation
offers insight into the extent of Tubo's understanding of Tang culture. This article aims to explore the
development of Tubo culture and the cultural exchanges with Tang through these three topics.
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