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An Investigation into the Interruption of the Usnisavijaya Dharanri Satra
lllustration in Dunhuang during the Tubo Occupation Period

Chen Kaiyuan

( Information Center for Dunhuang Studies, Dunhuang Academy )

The Usnisavijaya Dharant Sitra illustration was a popular esoteric motif in the Dunhuang Grottoes during
the Tang and Song Dynasties. It first emerged in the High Tang period and persisted until the end of the
Northern Song Dynasty. Notably, despite the uninterrupted continuity of its artistic templates, this motif
abruptly disappeared from Dunhuang murals during the Tibetan occupation period. This phenomenon
likely correlates with two key factors: the contemporary prevalence of the Sarvadurgatiparisodhana
Tantra and the introduction of Mount Wutai iconography into Dunhuang Grottoes. Furthermore, the
motif's resurgence in the Guiyijun period represents a conceptual continuity of the "repaying kindness" (bao
'en) ideology in Dunhuang following the Tubo period.

A Study of the Murals in Nachu Dzongpuk Cave, Purang County of
Ngari Prefecture, Tibet

Dorje Rinchen

( Doctoral student, School of archacology and museology, Sichuan University )

The Nachu Dzongpuk Cave (Rna chu rdzong phug) in Purang County (Spu hrang) of Ngari Prefecture
(Mnga' ris), Tibet, preserves nine relatively intact mural sets. Preliminary investigation indicates that
the murals were painted in the middle of the fifteenth century. Their iconographic program primarily
depicts deities of the Anuttarayoga Tantra tradition, executed according to the distinct ritual traditions
of the Sakya and Geluk schools. This coexistence visually attests to the historical parallel development
of both schools in Purang during this period. These murals constitute significant evidence for tracing the
dissemination of Sakya and Geluk teachings — along with their associated iconography — across Purang
of Ngari, and the Guge Kingdom from the early fifteenth century onward. Stylistically, the paintings
exhibit pronounced Nepalese artistic characteristics, particularly resembling the Newari tradition. As such,
this site provides vital material for studying the political and cultural exchanges among Purang, Guge, and
the Mustang region (Lo Manthang) of northwestern Nepal.
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