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during the campaign and subsequent command, combined with interpersonal conflicts, earned him the
enmity of the Elder Brothers Society (Gelaohui) within the Sichuan Army stationed in Tibet. Amidst the
upheaval of the Xinhai Revolution (1911), Luo was ultimately killed by Elder Brother members. The
story of Luo Changqi, the late Qing Imperial Associate Resident in Tibet, reflects the profound complexity
of history during this era of immense transformation.

National Narrative and Popular Culture: The Changing Image of the
Tibetan Mastiff in the Western World (1783-1945)

Huang Tian

(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

The construction of the image of the Tibetan Mastiff by Westerners in modern time has been dominated
by two media: national narratives and popular culture. In the early years of the British penetration into
the Himalayas, they labeled Tibetan Mastiff with negative labels such as "vicious haters of Westerners."
As they established their colonial dominance, they had more opportunities to observe the Tibetan Mastiff
and regarded it as a symbol of the colonial achievements of the empire. In turn, they constructed a
positive image of Tibetan Mastiff as "noble and brave." After the reunification of the German Empire,
out of the need to trace their own national origins and construct their own national narrative, scholars
in German-speaking areas were most concerned about the genetic relationship between Tibetan Mastiff
and Western Mastiffs. The image of Tibetan Mastiff as the "ancestor of European mastiffs" was widely
accepted by Western society. After World War I, the Tibetan Mastiff entered popular culture as a loyal
travel companion through the writings of world travelers. The construction of the images of the Tibetan
Mastiff by Westerners is not only a unique perspective from which they view Tibetan culture, but it is also
affected by subject demands, coloniality, objectification, and other discursive systems.

Cultural Integration in Tibetan Weddings: A Case Study of Dimaluo,
Gongshan County, Yunnan

Li Jin and Luo Nana

(Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University)

With the influx of external cultural elements, the cultural characteristics of regional societies undergo
transformation, and these changes are often concentrated in ritual practices. After Catholicism was
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introduced to Dimaluo # #k 7% in Yunnan, it altered local mate-selection principles and wedding rituals.
In this community, for example, the traditional Tibetan wedding was replaced by the Catholic sacrament
of matrimony, leading to the perception that Catholicism had been completely assimilated into the local
institutional culture. However, field research on weddings in Dimaluo village reveals that Tibetan Catholic
adherents have developed a synthetic cultural form following the introduction of Catholicism. Their
weddings now comprise:

1. A sacred ritual within the church (the Catholic sacrament of matrimony, attended exclusively by
believers);

2. A secular Tibetan-style banquet held days or months later, open to people regardless of religious
affiliation.

This banquet serves to present and sustain the function of nye ba (3'R), a traditional Tibetan social
organization. Essentially, this dual structure constitutes a new cultural configuration emerging from the
synthesis of both traditions.

A Review of Indian Scholarship about the Bodo People on the Southern
Foothills of the Himalayas

Fang Tianjian and He Pindong

(Postdoctor, School of History, Yunnan Normal University)

The Bodo people, a Tibeto-Burman language group transliterated as “Boduo” in Chinese, are one of the
larger populations inhabiting the southern foothills of the Himalayas. In recent years, issues concerning
the nomenclature, population distribution, subgroup composition, linguistic characteristics, and origin
history of the Bodo people have become actively researched academic topics within Indian academia.
Most scholars contend that, based on linguistic affiliation, racial attributes, and migration history, the Bodo
belong to the Tibeto-Burman ethnic group and represent an assimilated Indo-Mongoloid people. Their
ancestral migration is believed to have originated from Tibet of China, or from the northwestern regions
in the upper reaches of the Yangtze and Yellow River basins. However, scholarly consensus has yet to
emerge regarding when the Bodo migrated from their ancestral homeland to the Trans-Himalayan region,
or concerning the precise details of their origins. Prominent issues of temporal and spatial inconsistencies
are evident in the relevant literature. Furthermore, the absence of references to ancient Chinese texts
(neither Chinese-language nor Tibetan-language classics) and research findings from Chinese academia
has hindered the progress of Indian scholarship in advancing the study of the Bodo people.
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