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ABSTRACTS

Investigation of a Handled Bronze Mirror in Samkhar Village, Kyepa
Township, Nedong District, Lhokha Prefecture, Tibet

Institute for Conservation and Research of Cultural Relic of Tibet

Institute of Chinese National Community, Xizang University

Based on the investigation and analysis of a handled bronze mirror collected by a monk from Tashi Dokha
(Bkra shis rdo kha) monastery in Samkhar (Bsam mkhar) village, Kyepa (Skyed pa) township, Nedong (Sne
gdong) district, Lhokha prefecture, Tibet, this paper argues that the bronze mirror should be unearthed
from the Samkhar tombs located on the northwest of Samkhar village. Its date is estimated to be between
the first century of the Common Era and the Tubo period. Through a comprehensive analysis of the shape,
manufacturing process, decorative patterns, animal images, and other characteristics of the bronze mirror,
it can be determined that this bronze mirror belongs to the same technical and cultural tradition as the four
published "Tibetan-style handled bronze mirrors", but its date may be slightly later. This bronze mirror
reflects the cultural inheritance and regional characteristics of the middle reaches of the Yarlung Tsangpo
river from the "Early Metal Age in Tibet" to the Tubo period.
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