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The Newly Discovered Tibetan Xylograph of The Sutra of the Seven Stars
of the Northern Dipper in Ngari —— With a Discussion on Its Multilingual
Translation, Circulation, and Ethnic Exchanges Since the Yuan Dynasty

Xiong Wenbin and Liao Yang
(Center for Tibetan Studies of Sichuan University; Institute of Anthropology and Ethnology,

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Recent archaeological investigations have revealed fragments of two Qing Dynasty Tibetan xylographs
of the Sutra of the Seven Stars of the Northern Dipper (Beidou gixing jing) at the Yibris and Phuris
Monasteries in Tsada County, Ngari of Xizang. A comparative analysis with the Yongle and Beijing
editions of the Kanjur demonstrates that these extant fragments in Ngari derive from the same translation.
Although printed during the Qing Dynasty as a distinct edition from the Yongle and Beijing versions,
they belong to the same lineage, which was first translated from Mongolian into Tibetan at Tsel Gungtang
Monastery in Lhasa in 1337 before circulating throughout Xizang.

This sutra is a Han Chinese Buddhist scripture that synthesizes Buddhist and Daoist elements. Since
its translation from Chinese into Mongolian, Uighur, and Tibetan during the Yuan Dynasty, it has been
disseminated across various regions, providing substantial evidence of the faith and identity shared by
the Han, Mongolian, Uighur, and Tibetan peoples since the Yuan period. The trajectory of this single
scripture serves as a vivid example of the historical interactions, exchanges, and integration among
various ethnic groups in China since the Yuan Dynasty. It embodyies the fusion of two religions, existing
in three different languages, being embraced by at least four ethnic groups, and undergoing five translation
processes that persist to this day.

Tibetan Snuff and Snuff Bottles from the Perspective of Historical
Interactions, Exchanges, and Integration

Chen Qiangqiang

(School of Marxism at Xizang Minzu University)

Beginning in the late seventeenth century, a culture of snuff and snuff bottles gradually developed in
central China and subsequently spread to Xizang via the Qing imperial court. Imperial rewards, gifts,
trade, and local production served as the primary sources of snuff and snuff bottles in Xizang, profoundly
reflecting the historical interactions, exchanges, and integration between Xizang and central China.
Over the course of history, both Tibetan snuff and snuff bottles developed distinct local and ethnic
characteristics, particularly in the blending methods of snuff and the specific forms of the bottles. To curb
the proliferation of tobacco products, including snuff, in Tibetan society, the 13th Dalai Lama launched
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