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ABSTRACTS of JOURNAL OF TIBETOLOGY (Vol. 32)

The Translation of European Astronomical Works into Tibetan in the
Early Eighteenth Century

Lobsang Yongdan
Chinese Translation by Fu Xiaoli and Tsering Palgon
(MIASU, University of Cambridge; China Tibetology Publishing House)

It has long been assumed that European scientific knowledge arrived in Xizang with the agents of the
British Empire in the early twentieth century and furthermore that Tibetans did not engage with scientific
knowledge until recent years. However, this is far from the case; beginning in the early eighteenth
century, Tibetans translated many Jesuit astronomical works at the order of the Kangxi Emperor (1654—
1722), and they also reformed one of the calendars in use in Amdo using the principles described by
Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe (1546—1601). In this paper I look at how the relevant translations were
done, by whom and under what historical circumstances. I shall also explore the process by which the
Jesuit-inspired astronomical works and calendrical systems turned out to be catalysts for the adoption,
reformation, and manufacture of the Qing imperial calendar in Amdo.
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