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Analysis of the Pearls Roundel Motifs in Tabo and Alchi Monasteries

Yi Qing
(Institute of Arts and Crafts, Chinese National Academy of Arts)

The Main Temple of Tabo Monastery and the Sumtsek (Gsum brtsegs) of Alchi Monastery represent
significant Buddhist architectural monuments from the 10th to 13th centuries in the Western Himalayan
region. This paper revisits previous scholarship arguing that the Pearls Roundel Motifs on the ceilings
of these two temples originated from distinct decorative traditions. The author argues that the formal
expression of the Pearls Roundel Motifs at Alchi was influenced not only by Sasanian Persian styles but
also by the Buddhist decorative traditions of the Gupta Empire. Meanwhile, building upon the inheritance
of early Indian Buddhist decorative traditions, the Pearls Roundel Motifs at Tabo were further influenced
by the Nagara temple architecture that flourished in northern India between the 7th and 9th centuries. This
evolution reflects a broader transformation in temple decoration across the South Asian subcontinent from
the 7th to 13th centuries—a shift from concrete, naturalistic decorative modes toward abstract, geometric,
and modular patterns.

Research on the Pilgrimages of "Bagan Guru" to the Han-Tibetan Holy
Sites in the Fifteenth Century

Wang Shiging
(Institute of China's Borderland Studies at Zhejiang Normal University)

Following the trajectory of the 15th-century monk Chékyi Nyinjé (Chos kyi nyin byed) as recorded
in Tibetan literature, this paper explores his extensive pilgrimage which commenced at the age of 23
from Simhalauipa (Sri Lanka). His journey led him through Bagan in present-day Myanmar to central
China. He subsequently traveled to Mount Wutai, U-Tsang, and Mustang, before returning via Kyirong
and the Kathmandu Valley to Bodh Gaya. Due to discrepancies in various texts regarding the lama's
origin, three distinct accounts have emerged identifying his origin as India, Pagan, and Sri Lanka. Based
on a systematic review of Chokyi Nyinjé's itinerary in Han and Tibetan areas as preserved in Tibetan
sources, this study focuses on investigating the master's hometown, his transit point in Hariphunchai
(in modern-day Thailand) before entering China, and his identity as the "Bagan Guru." Drawing upon
literary and material evidence from South and Southeast Asia, the paper further evaluates the possibility
of his eastward journey into China via the Southwest Silk Road after arriving in Bagan. Starting from
Simhalauipa and culminating in pilgrimages to Han-Tibetan sacred sites via Bagan, Chokyi Nyinjé's
journey stands as significant historical evidence for cultural and religious exchanges between China,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia during the 15th century.
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