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Differences in Career Orientation and Occupational Segregation Between
Han and Tibetan Employee Groups —— A Case Study of Ojietang
Community in Lhasa

Xu Jun and Liu Chaofan

(Center for Tibetan Studies; School of History and Culture, Sichuan University)

Based on field investigations in the Ojietang Community of Lhasa, this paper systematically examines
how occupational segregation between Han and Tibetan workers within a market economy, and how
it shapes inter-ethnic relations. The study finds that occupational segregation stems from the interplay
of multiple structural factors: first, the disruptions of modernization have led to a historical lag in the
accumulation of employment capital among Tibetan groups, creating systemic barriers in technology-
intensive industries. Second, the ethnic segmentation of social capital prompts Han and Tibetan
entrepreneurs to create self-reinforcing cycles of skill transmission and resource acquisition closed loops
based on traditional networks, reinforcing sectoral path dependency. Third, the distinction between
"refined" (ya) and "vulgar" (su) in traditional Tibetan vocational perceptions, combined with exogenous
public opinion pressure, constitutes a mechanism of cultural discipline that shapes collective occupational
preferences.

Breaking through existing theoretical paradigms, this research reveals the intrinsic logic of market-
regulated employment resources in reshaping the employment landscape. Han entrepreneurs create multi-
level employment structures through supply chain extensions, while Tibetan practitioners, guided by
market regulation, transcend traditional occupational boundaries to form a new symbiotic relationship
of "embedded development." This market-driven mechanism for technology diffusion not only expands
Tibetan social capital networks and fosters employment concepts aligned with modernization needs but
also facilitates inter-ethnic interactions and integration through dynamic employment restructuring. The
study provides empirical evidence to revise the Western narrative of an occupation of employment space,
pointing out the dual effects of occupational segregation. While it reinforces group boundaries in the short
term, it fosters inter-embedded development through market regulation and occupational mobility in the

long term.
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