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eighth year of the Yongzheng reign (1730) took place against the dual backdrop of the Seventh Dalai
Lama's relocation to the Kham region and the rising strategic importance of the Sichuan-Xizang route
within the Qing dynasty's governance of Xizang. A series of robberies along the Sichuan-Xizang route
from the latter half of the seventh year of the Yongzheng reign (1729) to the beginning of the eighth year
not only threatened the safety of the Seventh Dalai Lama but also obstructed the Qing court's effective
administration of Xizang via this corridor, prompting the Qing court to dispatch over ten thousand troops
for a "suppression" campaign. This military action constitutes the second Nyarong battle launched by the
Qing dynasty and should not be conflated with the first Nyarong battle that spanned from 1728 to 1729 (the
sixth to seventh years of the Yongzheng reign). The Qing general, Ma Guang % J% , hastily withdrew his
forces without capturing all the primary culprits. Far from deterring the bandits, this premature withdrawal
left behind the critical root cause for why the "Nyarong Question" could not be fundamentally resolved
for a long time thereafter.

A Study on the Successive Incarnations of the Zasak Da Lama of the Dolonnor
Monasteries during the Kangxi, Yongzheng, Qianlong, and Jiaging Reigns

Sodbilig  Huhe-Borjigid

(Archives of Xizang; Inner Mongolia University)

Following the Dolonnor Alliance, the Qing court successively ordered the construction of Huizong iC &
2 and Shanyin # [ F monasteries in Dolonnor, and stationed a Zasak Da Lama to oversee the monastic
community of the Dolonnor monasteries. Consequently, Dolonnor gradually developed into one of the
Buddhist centers of Inner Mongolia, south of the Gobi Desert. By examining the personnel successions of
successive Zasak Da Lamas of the Dolonnor monasteries during the Kangxi, Yongzheng, Qianlong, and
Jiaqing periods, this paper demonstrates that most Zasak Da Lamas from Dolonnor were eminent monks
hailing from Qinghai who had either studied or served in Xizang or Beijing. This characteristic reflects the
balancing strategy adopted by the Qing court regarding its Buddhist policy towards Mongolia. Appointing
Zasak Da Lamas to manage Buddhist affairs in Mongolia, in other words, allowed the Zasak Da Lamas to
serve as a bridge linking the two regions and to maintain a balanced relationship between the regions of
Xizang and Mongolia.
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